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CITY OF NEWPORT BEACH
Board of Library Trustees Minutes 

Regular Meeting

March 15, 2011 – 5:00pm



















CONVENED AT 5:06pm
CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL
Trustees Present:



Karen Clark, Chairing the meeting

Lynn Crutchley








Jerry A. King

Stephanie Murguia

Trustees Absent:



Kathleen O. Peterson

Staff Present:



 
Cynthia Cowell, Library Services Director









Elaine McMillion, Administrative Assistant

Friends of the Library

Present:





Virginia Hayter, Friends of the Library 1st Vice President
NBPL Foundation 
Present:





Margi Murray, NBPL Foundation Board Member
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
It was motioned, seconded and passed (Trustee Crutchley/Trustee King) to approve the meeting minutes from the Regular Board Meeting of January 18, 2011.   Motion carried by acclamation.   
It was motioned, seconded and passed (Trustee King/ Trustee Murguia) to approve the meeting minutes from the Study Session of February 1, 2011.   Motion carried by acclamation.   

PUBLIC PRESENT / COMMENTS – Sean Hanna, father and his son Christopher Hanna arrived at the meeting at 5:09.  They were in attendance in order for Christopher Hanna to complete a Boy Scout requirement.  No comments were made.
ACTION ITEMS – 
Accept a $7,450 Check from the NBPL Foundation
A copy of the letter detailing the distribution of the $7,450 check from the NBPL Foundation was reviewed.  This donation is comprised of several donor-restricted gifts, with the Literacy Program receiving $2,450, and $5,000 for purchase of foreign film DVDs for the Central Library.  The donation will be presented at the Tuesday, March 22, 2011 City Council Meeting for approval.
It was motioned, seconded and passed (Trustee Crutchley/Trustee King) to accept the $7,450 check from the NBPL Foundation as presented.  Motion carried by acclamation.

Express Activity Areas Library Policy for Use of Library Grounds
The current Expressive Activity Library Policy for Use of Library Grounds was reviewed and discussed in response to customer concern of expressive activity area use by the Green Peace organization at Central Library.  Library Services Manager Tim Hetherton has corresponded with Green Peace headquarters in response to expressed customer concern of the group’s actions while using this area.  This group will continue to be monitored by staff and if found in violation of this policy they will be asked to cease use of the express activity areas at the Newport Beach Public Library.
It was motioned, seconded and passed (Trustee Crutchley/Trustee King) to accept the policy as is with no revisions.  Motion carried by acclamation.
DISCUSSION ITEMS
Civic Center Update
Library Services Director Cynthia Cowell updated the Board on the latest developments on the Civic Center construction and its impact on the Central Library.  Location of the Ronald Reagan centennial monument was discussed.  Castaways Park in Newport Beach has been reviewed as a potential location for this sculpture.   Pine trees that were located on the Central Library grounds will be cut down to facilitate the Civic Center construction and the library expansion.  A carpenter will bring back the wood in some form of furniture to be used at the library, and some of the chopped wood may be used for landscaping of walkways.     
Communications 

Customer Comments – The January and February customer comments were reviewed.  Staff is looking into ways to shorten the renewal line message.  The library’s wireless system was also discussed.
Monthly Reports

Library Activities – Monthly activities and statistics for the months of January and February were reviewed and discussed. 
Financial Report – The reason for negative balances in the 830 IT Expenditures accounts was discussed and is due to funds being moved into these accounts from other accounts such as 8181. 
Board of Trustees’ Monitoring List – Staff will look into whether the Board of Library Trustees By-Laws can be changed per the Board’s request to hold one meeting per month, preferably the first Tuesday of each month instead of two meetings per month which are currently scheduled on the first and third Tuesdays of each month.  Special Meetings may be held in addition to the one meeting per month on an as need basis. Also discussed was the need for the Board of Library Trustees to inform staff of their attendance at least one day prior to each meeting.  
NBPL Foundation Board Member Margi Murray offered to check with other NBPL Foundation Board members about the possibility of an offsite meeting with the Library Trustees, Library Foundation board members and Friends of the Library board members.  The last one was held at the home of NBPL Foundation Board Member Joyce Rosenblum on July 28, 2008. 

Library Services Director Report – Library Services Director Cynthia Cowell stated that all Board of Library Trustees will be required to take Ethics Training every two years.  Details of this training will be sent to the Board once provided by the City.
City parking permit applications were distributed and completed by four of the Board of Library Trustees present.  Kathleen O. Peterson who was absent will be sent an application by email.
Cynthia gave an overview on the planning of the Newport Beach Sunrise Rotary fundraising event to be held at 6:30 p.m. at Central Library on Saturday, April 2, 2011 after the library closes to the public.  

Two Board of Library Trustees seats will be available July 2011 after Chair Karen Clark’s and Trustee Kathleen O. Peterson’s appointments have expired in June 2011.  Staff will obtain details and forward to the Board by email.
Trustees Reports

Library Foundation Liaison – Trustee Jerry A. King gave an update on the most recent NBPL Foundation Board meeting.    
Friends of the Library Liaison – Virginia Hayter, Friends of the Library 1st Vice President invited all Board of Library Trustees to attend the Tuesday, April 12 Friends of the Library luncheon to help celebrate their 50th anniversary.   Virginia Hayter will forward the actual date of another luncheon which is scheduled to be held at the Central Library in June.
DSLS Liaison – Chair Karen Clark attended the DSLS Committee meeting and reported that ticket sales are doing well for all lectures.  The Friday, March 25 and Saturday, March 26 Ruth Reichl lectures are sold out, as well as the Friday, May 20, Andrew Ross Sorkin lecture.  The committee is already beginning plans for next year’s DSLS lectures.  Jeffrey Toobin, CNN Senior Analyst & Best-Selling author will be speaking at the Central Library on Thursday, October 20, 2011 at 7:00 p.m.  Also, Greg Mortensen, author of Three Cups of Tea and Stones into Schools will make a special appearance at the Central Library on Saturday, November 12, 2011.
Other Items of Interest – Cynthia updated the Board that on February 25, HarperCollins Publishers became the only major publisher to place new restrictions on its e-books. HarperCollins now says any new e-book can be checked out only 26 times before a library’s license to offer it expires. 

Trustee Jerry A. King stated that a customer was able to get the license plate number and a description of a car.  This car was driven by a man who stopped in front of the Central Library last week and took the boxes that were left outside of the Central Library with used books in them for sale in the Friends of the Library Bookstore.  
Future Agenda Items – Change of bi-monthly Board meetings to once-monthly.
ADJOURNMENT – 6:30pm
Submitted by:

_________________________________________________________
Vice Chair Lynn Crutchley for Trustee Kathleen O. Peterson, Secretary
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