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City of Newport Beach

Newport Beach City Arts Commission

October 8, 2009 – 5:00pm
Central Library Conference Room
Convened at 3:05pm

Call To Order and Roll Call
Commissioners Present:
Robert Smith, Vice Chair
Gilbert Lasky

Carole Boller
Christopher Trela

Rita Goldberg, Secretary
Commissioners Absent:
Wendy Brooks, Robyn Grant, Chair




Smith chaired the meeting in Grant’s absence.
Staff Present: 
Jana Barbier, Staff Liaison, Cultural Arts Coordinator 
Public Present:
Jim Newkirk
Public Comments:

Mr. Newkirk noted that he had spoken to an art restoration 





specialist who had said that the Rex Brandt mural being reviewed




could be restored.
Approval of Minutes:
It was MSP (Lasky/Goldberg) to approve the September 22 Public Art Study Session Agenda with changes.  Commissioner Smith noted that on page 2, paragraph 4, and line 4 the minutes should say “Commissioner Smith noted that Councilman Webb thought there might be seed money for this program.”  On line 7 the minutes should say “Commissioner Smith stated that the Council had expressed interest in having art at the Civic Center.”
Continued Business: 

Staff Report /Correspondence -  
Reviewed and filed.  


Committee Updates:  
Art in Public Places Committee – Commissioner Smith stated that Grant, Smith and Trela met with the Civic Center/Park Architectural Committee.  They had made a presentation on September 30 and stated that each committee thought the other presented interesting ideas.  It was reported that the committee had directed the architects to look at display areas in the new Civic Center for art.  Commissioners Grant, Smith and Trela would be meeting again on November 24.  Discussion ensued regarding the construction schedule for the new Civic Center/Park.  

Commissioner Trela noted that it was nice to meet with the architects, and that he would put together a computer-generated presentation on public art for City Council.
Commissioner Boller noted that the architects for City Hall had a great deal of knowledge on public art.  Commissioner Smith stated that he would be attending City Council on November 10 to make a presentation and asked staff to find out what time the presentation would be.  Commissioner Lasky asked for clarification on these dates: On October 24 the architects for City Hall would make a presentation to City Council and on November 10 the Arts Commission would make a presentation to City Council.

Fine Arts Committee – Commissioner Boller provided a copy of the March 13, 2008 Arts Commission minutes, which stated that: “It was MSP (Cartozian/Starcevic) to approve that future arts commissioners select and present an “Artist Laureate” award when applicable to honor a person in the community that participates in and consistently attends the annual Orange County Artist Juried Exhibitions.” She noted that this will help narrow down a selection for this year’s award recipient.  A couple of suggestions were made and Commissioner Goldberg wanted to be sure that photographers were included in this selection.  Smith asked if this award was announced at the juried art show.  Boller suggested that the selected “Laureate” be notified in advance this year.
In regard to the Juried Art Show there were several suggestions made at a recent Exhibition Committee meeting:  work is to be no larger than 24” x 24”, each artist will be allowed to exhibit one work of art; to control the crowding, the microphone and reception area will be placed in the courtyard; artists will be given nametags with numbers correlating to their work;  artists will be given 3 invitations for friends and family; artists will sign up 30 days in advance of the show; artists to bring bio’s for display with their work.  Commissioner Smith asked Boller to bring a write-up to the next meeting.  Questions arose regarding a canopy, and the costs.  Commissioner Boller noted that the Commission would be working this year to bring some of the artists back to the show and hoped that an early sign-up and payment schedule would help with that.
With regard to the Exhibition Schedule, Boller noted that the Exhibition Committee had reviewed many packets from artists applying for exhibitions at Central Library and City Hall and that the schedule is now set through 2010.  Boller mentioned that during the Imagination Celebration event in 2010, a children’s book illustrator had been selected for a show at City Hall.  Other artist’s work was discussed and it was decided to include the exhibition schedule in next month’s board packets.
Performing Arts Committee – Commissioner Goldberg noted that she had been on vacation since the day after the museum tour.  She gave a brief overview of the successful tour to LACMA to see the “Pompeii “exhibition.  Commissioner Lasky asked if the show had been financially successful and Goldberg noted that the commission had made expenses.  Commissioner Smith thanked Goldberg and Lasky for all of their hard work in making this tour successful.  Lasky suggested looking into tours for next year.
Arts Foundation Liaison Committee – Commissioner Lasky noted that his wife imported jewelry and that she would be participating in an Arts Foundation jewelry show at Temple Bat Yahm on November 15 – the Wednesday after the next Arts Commission meeting.
Budget Committee – Commissioner Lasky thanked staff for providing information on the current budget and noted that when all was accounted for, only the $12,000 that the Arts Commission takes from the Cultural Arts Budget was available for new programming.
New Business:
Rex Brandt Mural Donation – Commissioner Boller said that she was in awe of the donation opportunity that was presented by Mr. Newkirk and discussed the importance of a clear, open and transparent process for reviewing any artwork for recommendation to City Council.  Boller presented biographical information on Rex Brandt, and provided photographs of his famed work(s).  She noted that he’d had a studio and school in Corona del Mar.  Boller indicated that the work was part of a larger mural.  It was noted that Rex Brandt had created the current City Seal. Commissioner Boller reminded the commissioners that donated works must be original creations, and of the highest quality for recommendation. 
Discussion ensued regarding the City’s criteria for recommending donated works (City Council Policy I-11); concerns regarding the mural’s only being a portion of the original (20’ out of approximately 80’); and the fact that the mural was on plaster creating engineering and seismic concerns.  The committee discussed potential costs for restoration, a location to place such a piece, and storage limitations. It was noted that after reviewing Commissioner Boller’s report, there were concerns regarding potential liability to the City if the work was recommended.  The commissioners discussed taking action on this recommendation. 
It was MSP (Lasky/Boller) to table this decision until the entire commission was present.  Commissioner Boller noted that the report she had presented would be available for absent commissioners.  Discussion ensued regarding structural modifications, and following the City Council criteria for recommending donated works.
Future Agenda Items: None
Commissioner Announcements: None
It was MSP (Lasky/Trela) to adjourn the meeting.

Adjournment: 6:00p.m.
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