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 If you love historical fantasy, dark academia, and books that make you think, Babel by 

R.F. Kuang is a must-read. It’s a book that doesn’t just tell a story—it challenges the way we see 

language, power, and colonialism. It’s also beautifully written, full of deep emotions, and 

absolutely unputdownable. 

Set in an alternate 1830s England, Babel follows Robin Swift, a young boy from Canton 

(modern-day Guangzhou, China), who is taken to England by the mysterious Professor Lovell. 

Robin is trained in languages so he can one day enter the prestigious Royal Institute of 

Translation, also known as Babel, in Oxford. Babel is the center of Britain’s magical 

silver-working trade, a system that uses the power of translation to create silver bars that fuel the 

British Empire’s strength. The catch? The magic works by exploiting the differences between 

languages—and by extension, the cultures and people they belong to. 

Robin soon realizes that as much as he loves Babel and the beauty of language, he’s also 

part of a system that oppresses people like him. As he gets deeper into his studies, he’s faced 

with impossible choices: should he remain loyal to the institution that gave him everything, or 

should he fight back against the empire that uses his skills to dominate others? 

First off, Babel is unlike anything I’ve ever read. It’s not just a fantasy novel—it’s a deep 

dive into history, linguistics, and colonialism. But don’t worry, it never feels like a textbook. 

Kuang weaves real historical events into a magical system that feels so logical, it’s almost like it 

could have been real. If you’ve ever wondered about the power of words, this book makes you 

feel it on a whole new level. 

Kuang’s prose is gorgeous. It’s immersive, thoughtful, and full of emotion. The footnotes 

add a layer of depth, making you feel like you’re reading both a novel and a secret history book 

at the same time. Robin is such a complex protagonist. He’s torn between his love for Babel and 



the knowledge that it’s built on exploitation. His friendships with his fellow students—Ramy, 

Victoire, and Letty—are beautifully developed, and their discussions about race, privilege, and 

revolution feel raw and real. This book doesn’t hold back. It tackles colonialism, racism, 

privilege, and resistance in ways that feel incredibly relevant. It forces you to question the way 

history is told and who gets to tell it. 

If you enjoyed The Poppy War (also by R.F. Kuang), The Secret History by Donna Tartt, 

or A Deadly Education by Naomi Novik, you’ll probably love Babel. It’s perfect for fans of dark 

academia and historical fantasy, but even if those aren’t usually your thing, give this one a shot. 

It’s intense, but in the best way possible. 

Babel isn’t just a story; it’s an experience. It makes you think, it makes you feel, and it 

stays with you long after you’ve turned the last page. If you’re looking for a book that’s both 

deeply intellectual and emotionally gripping, this is it. Just be prepared—it will break your heart 

in the best way possible. 


