
Into the Wild Book Review by Chase  

Into the Wild by Jon Krakauer is a captivating and thought-provoking account of Christopher 

McCandless' life and tragic journey into the Alaskan wilderness. Krakauer’s meticulous research and 

compelling storytelling shed light on themes of freedom, self-discovery, and the complexities of human 

nature, providing readers with a deep and nuanced understanding of McCandless and his motivations. 

From the outset, Krakauer’s narrative is gripping. He skillfully pieces together McCandless’ journey 

through letters, journal entries, and interviews with the people McCandless encountered along the way. 

Though unconventional, this approach not only provides a comprehensive view of McCandless’ 

adventures but also allows readers to form a nuanced understanding of his character. Krakauer portrays 

McCandless as a complex individual driven by a desire for independence and a rejection of societal 

norms. Krakauer vividly depicts the allure and danger of the diverse landscapes that McCandless 

explores throughout his journey. Through his detailed and evocative prose, readers are transported into 

the heart of the wild, experiencing both its breathtaking beauty and its unforgiving harshness. As I read 

through descriptions of McCandless’ passages through Detrital Wash, The Slabs, and Oh-My-God Hot 

Springs, I found myself wanting to drive off into the Mojave Desert and around the Salton Sea at that 

very moment. For McCandless, the wilderness represents ultimate freedom and purity, a stark contrast 

to the materialism and constraints of modern society. The book also examines McCandless' complicated 

relationship with his family. Krakauer presents a balanced view of the tensions and misunderstandings 

that influenced McCandless' decision to cut ties and embark on his journey. This aspect of the story adds 

emotional depth and highlights the impact of family dynamics on personal choices. McCandless’ 

estrangement from his family, particularly his parents, is portrayed with sensitivity, offering insights into 

the struggles many young adults face in navigating their relationships while seeking independence. Into 

the Wild delves deeply into McCandless' ideals and motivations. Disillusioned by societal expectations 

and materialism, McCandless sought a life of simplicity and adventure. As he writes to Ronald Franz, one 

of McCandless’ closest companions and almost a father figure, he argues, “So many people live within 

unhappy circumstances and yet will not take the initiative to change their situation because they are 

conditioned to a life of security, conformity, and conservatism, all of which may appear to give one 

peace of mind, but in reality nothing is more damaging to the adventurous spirit within a man than a 

secure feature.” Krakauer explores these motivations with empathy, portraying McCandless not as a 

foolhardy adventurer but as a young man deeply committed to his principles. His journey resonates with 

young readers, many of whom find themselves in similar circumstances to those described by 

McCandless in the quote above. In a way, McCandless’ story is inspiring, especially to those who feel 

trapped. By making his explorations on his own terms without any monetary help despite coming from a 

wealthy family, he proves it’s always possible to do what you’ve always wanted to do. 

 

While McCandless' journey is inspiring, it also serves as a cautionary tale. Krakauer does not shy away 

from discussing the fatal mistakes McCandless made, such as his lack of preparation and understanding 

of the harsh realities of the wilderness. This balanced portrayal ensures that readers admire 

McCandless' spirit while recognizing the importance of practicality and knowledge. Krakauer’s analysis 

of McCandless’ errors serves as a sobering reminder of the fine line between idealism and reality. At first 

glance,Into the Wild is a tragedy of a man who met his early demise at the age of twenty two due to 

rash decisions and poor preparation. By the end of the story, the reader questions whether there was 

any tragedy at all. McCandless lived a happy and fulfilled life up to the end, even writing “I HAVE HAD A 



HAPPY LIFE AND THANK THE LORD. GOODBYE AND MAY GOD BLESS ALL!” as he faced certain death 

from cold and hunger in the Alaskan wilderness. Even if there is nothing conventional about 

McCandless’ life, Krakauer’s narrative shows he found as much meaning and fulfillment as anybody else 

could. It forces the reader to reconsider and redefine their definition of a life well lived. For readers who 

seek to understand the complexities of the human condition and the allure of the wild, Into the Wild is 

an essential read. 


