A Hero of Our Time Book Review by Josie

The story starts with the narrator meeting Maxim Maximych, a member of the
military, in the mountains. After introducing himself, the two strike up a conversation and
the topic goes to his times in the field. While he was in the Caucasus area in Europe, he met
Grigory Alexandrovich Pechorin, a soldier posted from Russia. Pechorin proves himself to be
a very bipolar man, sometimes happy and extroverted but the other times gloomy and
bitter. One night at a Circassian wedding, Pechorin meets Bela, the youngest daughter of
the chief. He is instantly attracted to her, and wants her for himself. However, he has
competition: Kazbich, a warrior with a very impressive horse, also wants to take her as his
wife. Because of this, Pechorin uses his trickery to claim Bela for himself. Unfortunately,
things don’t end well, but the story goes on.

After Maxim'’s tale, the book dives into Pechorin’s personal journals written before. In them,
he describes his love life with his ex-wife Vera and the beautiful Princess Mary. His comrade
Grushnitsky also holds feelings for Mary, causing an intense conflict hidden under a mask of
amiability. It is revealed that although Pechorin shows a disdain for love, he still has specific
individuals he cares about, even if he doesn’t show it. In the end, Pechorin ruminates on his
mixed feelings and though he recognizes his actions, decides not to do anything about it.
Overall, this book gives an analysis of Pechorin’s character through stories and personal
anecdotes.

This book was very good! It's one of the few Russian literature books I've read, and | always
like the idea of a morally different main character, as seen in The Stand by Stephen King (in
some parts), The Ballad of Songbirds and Snakes by Suzanne Collins, and many other works.
Lermontov did a good job of voicing Pechorin’s inner thoughts, since it was almost like he
was trying to justify his own actions, even though he admits they are wrong himself. All the
characters were complex, with some harboring unusual secrets and interesting plans.
However, the few female characters in the book (the amount was understandable given that
Pechorin was in the military and not many soldiers were women at the time) were all written
as lovestruck and begging to be taken back. Even Princess Mary, who was supposed to hate

Pechorin, broke down and chose him over Grushnitsky, someone who treated her kindly



and always wanted to make her happy. (This could also contribute to the conflicts in the
book.) Their characters were still fleshed out well, and this was written in the 1840s anyway,

but | felt like the women could have had more meat to them.

In summary, this book was a very good read, and | would love to get more works by
Lermontov in the future. If you want a more psychological, entertaining read in Russian

literature, this book is for you.

Al byay peLeH3npoBaTb «[epou Halero BpeMeHu», pomaH Muxaunna JlepmoHTOBa. 3TO
Be/INKOe PyCcCKOe KiacCcuyeckoe NponsseseHune, n3BecTHoe CBOMM M306paxkeHnem

UMHNYHOIO U MaHUNYJATUBHOIO rNaBHOIO repos.

NcTopusa HaumHaeTca € TOro, YTo pacckasuumk BcTpedvaeT Makcnma MakcuMblya, BOEHHOrO, B
ropax. lNocne npeacraBneHna cebs, OHM 3aBA3bIBAOT Pa3roBOpP, N TEMa MEPEXOAUT K ero
BpeMeHM B nonesbix ycnosusax. Korga oH 6bin Ha KaBkase B EBpone, oH BcTpeTua puropus
AnekcaHgpoBsuya lNMeyopuHa, congata, KoMaHAMPOBaHHOro 13 Poccmun. NevyopuH
nokasblBaeT cebs oueHb OBUNONAPHBIM YEeSIOBEKOM, MHOTAA CHACTANBbLIM U
3KCTPaBEPTUPOBAHHbBIM, HO MHOTAA MPaYHbIM U OXeCcToYeHHbIM. OAHaX bl HOYbIO Ha
yepkecckon cBagbbe MNevopuH BcTpeyaeT beny, Maaglyto goub BoxaA. OH cpasy xe
BAto6seTCA B Hee 1 xoueT ee cebe. OfHaKO y Hero ectb KOHKYpeHT: Ka3buu, BOVH € o4eHb
BMNeyvaT/NAroLWMM KOHEM, TaKXKe XOUeT B3ATb ee B XeHbl. V13-3a aToro NevopunH ncrnonbsyet
CBOKO XMTPOCTb, YTOBbI 3a8BUTb O CBOWUX NpaBax Ha beny. K coxxaneHuto, Bce 3akaH4YMBaeTCs
He OYeHb XOPOLLO, HO NCTOPUA NPOAOIKAETCA.

MNMocne paccka3a MakcMma KHUra norpy>aeTca B IMYHblE AHEBHUKM [TevopurHa,
HanucaHHble paHee. B HMX OH onuncbIBaeT CBOKO IFOOOBHYHO XM3Hb C ObiBLUEN XeHOW Bepon
N NpeKpacHon KHAXXHON Mepw. Ero ToBapuL, [pyLUIHULKMIA TakXKe UCMbITbIBAET YyBCTBa K
Mepwu, 4TO NPUBOAUT K OCTPOMY KOHGIVKTY, CKPbITOMY NMOA MacKOW Apy>Kentobus.
BbiacHaeTca, uto xoTa NevopuH v npesnpaet t060Bb, y HEroO BCe Xe eCTb onpeje/ieHHble
NHOAN, KOTOPble eMy Hebe3pasnyHbl, Aaxe eCNn OH 3TOro He MokKasbiBaeT. B KOHLe KOHLOoB
MeyopuH pasMbILLAAET O CBOMX CMELLAHHbIX YyBCTBAX M, XOTA OH OCO3HaeT CBOW eNcTBuS,

peLlaeT HAYEro C 3TUM He AesaTb. B Lenom, ata kHUra gaet aHaan3 xapakrepa lNevyopuHa



yepes NUCTOPUN U NINYHbIE aHEKAOTbI.
OTa KHUra 6bina oveHb Xxopoluen! 3To ofHa U3 HEMHOTUX KHUT PYyCCKOW InTepaTypbl,
KOTOpble A UMTad, U MHe BCerga HpaBuaacb Uaes MOpPaibHO MHOMO F1aBHOrO repos, Kak 3To
6b110 B «[1poTnBocTOsHUN» CTnBeHa KuHra (B HeKoTOpbIx YacTax), «<bannase o neBumx
nTryax n 3ameax» CbrozeH KOAIMH3 1 MHOTUX ApYrux npoussegeHnsax. JIepMoHTOB XOpOLLO
nopaboTan Haj 03By4YMBaHMEM BHYTPEHHUX Mblcien MeyopuHa, Tak Kak 3To H6bi10 NoYTH
Kak ecau 6bl OH MbITancs onpaBjaTh CBOM COOCTBEHHbIE AENCTBUS, XOTA OH CaM MPU3HaeT,
YTO OHW HemnpaBuabHbl. Bce nepcoHaXm 6b1an CNOXKHbBIMW, HEKOTOPbIE U3 HUX CKPbIBaAM
HeobblUHble CeKpeTbl N MHTepecHble NaaHbl. O4HAKO HECKOBbKO XXEHCKMX MepCOoHaX<eun B
KHUre (X KoNM4YecTBO HbINO MOHATHO, yUuTbIBadA, UTO NeyopuH Bbin B apMuK, a B TO BPEMS
He Tak MHOro congat 6bian XeHLwmHaMK) bbian Bce HanMcaHbl Kak BAKOONEHHbIE K
yMonstoLme, YtTobbl UX NpUHAAN obpaTHo. [laxe kHaxHa Mapbs, KoTopas A0MXKHa bbina
HeHaBwmaeTb NeyopurHa, cnoManack 1 Bbibpana ero BMecTo IpyLIHULIKOro, TOro, KTo
OTHOCMKACA K Hel No-A06poMy 1 BCerga XoTen caenatb ee CYacTAMBOM. (TO TakXKe MOrio
cnocobcTBoBaTh KOHGAMKTAM B KHUre.) VIx nepcoHaxku Bce ele 66111 XOpOoLLO
npopaboTaHbl, 1 310 6bI10 HanncaHo B 1840-x rogax, HO MHe NOKa3an0Ch, YTO XEHLLMHbI

MOTn 6bl BbITb BoJsiee MACUCTBIMU.

HOABOAH WTOr, 3Ta KHWNTa Oblna oueHb XOPOLWUM YTEHNEM, U A Obl C YAOBOJ/IbCTBUEM
nouymtan bosblue I'IpOVI3B€A€HMI7I ﬂepMOHTOBa B 6yp,y|_|_|,eM Ecav Bbl xoTUTE BoNee

MCMXONOTMYECKOTrO, pPa3BaeKaTesIbHOrO YTEHUA B PyCCKOM AnTepaType, 3Ta KHUra AN Bac.



